
KEY F INDINGS

This 2023-2024 UNB survey collects
information about sexual and reproductive
health outcomes and experiences among
incarcerated women and gender diverse
people in Canada. 

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
IN PROVINCIAL PRISONS FOR WOMEN

81%
HAVE HAD AN UNINTENDED PREGNANCY

50% 
HAVE HAD AN ABORTION 

94% 
HAVE HAD A PREGNANCY

ABOUT THE STUDY

Average # of children

Average # of pregnancies 

Average # of abortions

2

4

1

HAVE HOUSING ON RELEASE
50% OF PARTICIPANTS DO NOT

Participants
Provinces 
Average age
Age range

90

NB, PEI, NS & NL

35
19-53

Contact: martha.paynter@unb.ca

27%

54%57%

44%

 DEMOGRAPHICS

Indigenous

Live in
poverty
(under $20k)

2SLGBTQ+ 

Live Rurally

mailto:martha.paynter@unb.ca
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19%

45%

41%Have had a positive
hepatitis C test

TYPES OF CONTRACEPTION EVER USED
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HAVE HAD ABNORMAL
UTERINE BLEEDING

“They do not test for STDs/STIs upon arrival, you have to ask specifically for one, I
think they should give you one automatically. I also believe they should give us the
option to take birth control or get an IUD before being released. Pap smears
should also be routine, I've yet to have one ever." - NB participant

HAVE HAD AN ABNORMAL PAP

41% Have had a positive
chlamydia test

6% Have had a positive
HIV test
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SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
IN PROVINCIAL PRISONS FOR WOMEN

ARE VACCINATED AGAINST HPV

46% 64%

9/10 PARTICIPANTS

Had prior child
protection involvement  

Breastfed

ARE PARENTS


